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Survey Participation Update
Dear Mamalilikulla First Nation Members,

We want to thank everyone who has taken the time to participate

in our recent surveys. As of today, we have received a total of 8

submissions. Your input is incredibly valuable to us as we strive to

create a newsletter that reflects the interests and needs of the MFN

community.

To ensure that we gather a comprehensive range of perspectives,

we kindly remind those who have not yet submitted their surveys

to do so by August 12, 2024. After this date, we will proceed with a

draw for a $50 prize, allowing participants who have already

submitted their surveys the opportunity to collect their prize.

Your feedback shapes the future of our newsletter, and we

encourage all community members to share their thoughts and

preferences with us.

Thank you for your continued support and participation.

MAMALILIKULLA
FIRST NATION

In order to create a strong, self-sufficient and independent Mamalilikulla Nation, we
seek opportunities to bring our community together and build capacity amongst

members through joint interest of our land, language, and culture

Mamalilikulla First Nation Mission Statement:Working together to build a strong,
proud, healthy, informed, and respectful Mamalilikulla community to meet the needs

of our people together

AGM Registration 
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George was one of 11 children of the Charlie family. He

was pulled into St. Michael’s residential school from

1960-1968. He left Alert Bay shortly after leaving the

school and fell in love with Victoria, staying there for

the rest of his life. He started watching hockey and

became a fan of the Vancouver Canucks, following them

since 1970 through the highs and lows of the team.

In 1989, George met Angela and fell in love. She is a

wood carver from Victoria, and her work fascinated and

inspired him, leading him to learn the craft himself.

George and Angela got married on February 3, 1991.

They had two children in their marriage: a son, George

Jr., and a daughter, Simona. George Sr. also had an

older daughter named Taleetha Charlie, who tragically

passed away in March 2017.

George was a grandfather to five children: three from

his older daughter Taleetha and two from Simona, all of

whom he loved very much.

George enjoyed going for walks every day. Being

outdoors made him happy. He was also an avid sports

fan, enjoying hockey, CFL, baseball, curling, basketball,

and many other sports. His favorite teams were the

Vancouver Canucks, BC Lions, Toronto Blue Jays, and

Toronto Raptors.

He always made sure everyone was happy, making them

laugh or smile when needed. George took in anyone

who needed a home, even if it was just for a night,

providing a safe space with food and shelter.

George is going to be missed by his wife, two children,

grandchildren, family, and friends.

In the heart of our community, we remember

and honour the spirits of our ancestors. The

Mamalilikulla people have always carried the

wisdom and strength of our elders, passing down

stories and traditions that keep our culture

vibrant and alive.

Today, we gather our thoughts and prayers for

the families who have lost their beloved George

Charlie Sr. and Eleanor Hazel Puglas. Their

spirits have joined the ancestors, but their

presence remains with us. They are gone from

our sight, but never from our hearts.

Let us honour their memories with all the love

that still resides within us. Remember the stories

they told, the lessons they imparted, and the

laughter they shared. Their legacy lives on in

each of us, in every action we take and every

word we speak.

In these trying times, we remind ourselves that

our creator is with us. May we find strength in

each other and hold one another close. Let us

offer our deepest condolences to the families,

and may they find comfort in knowing that those

who touch our lives stay in our hearts forever.

From the Mamalilikulla Administration, we

extend our deepest sympathies and love to the

families of George Charlie Sr. and Eleanor Hazel

Puglas. May their spirits rest in peace, and may

we carry their memories with honour and

respect.

With love and blessings,

The Mamalilikulla Administration

Honouring George Charlie Sr and Eleanor Hazel Puglas
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Great Bear Sea Project Finance For Permanence 

Dear members 

Today I am writing this article to bring you all up-to-date

on a project that we have been working on for over three

years.

As a small First Nation with few resources we wanted to

establish a stream of funding that could be helpful to us

into the future. An opportunity became available to

partner with 16 other First Nations on the coast of British

Columbia to be involved in a collective that ensures we

will have funds to support the work that our Guardians

and our First Nation wants to do in the coming years.

The project Finance for permanence of PFP is a

mechanism which creates the possibility for the 17 First

Nations who have signed on, to do stewardship of their

territories and to build economic capacity for their

community. 

How it works is the Federal government, the Provincial

Government and philanthropists (millionaires) have given

money to the 17 tribes which will be invested and the

dividends which are earned through those investments

will allow each of the First Nations a yearly amount of

money to do the work that they identify as important in

any given year.

This means for Mamalilikulla that we will have some

dollars for community capacity economic development

for the next 10 years. It also means that Mamalilikulla will

have money to fund our Guardians for the next 20 years.

A Word from the Chief 
This is huge for a nation that has to write

proposals or go after grants to do this

work every year. As you can imagine

getting it all sorted out and making the

initial investments is going to take some

time because Coast Funds who will be

administrating the money needs to put

things in order for us and 16 other First

Nations.

We should be able to expect that dollars

will begin after flowing to us in 2026.

Two weeks ago I signed us on to the

agreement, last week Prime Minster Justin

Trudeau met with the 17 Chief’s to make

the announcement in Vancouver.

              

All the money from the province, country,

and the philanthropist will flow through to

the Coast Funds and so now they will

begin to do the work to invest it and start

putting together procedures to distribute

money to the First Nations once the first

investment dollars have gained dividends

to disperse.

              

Brad Puglas and I have done a great deal

of work attending meetings and ensuring

that Mamalilikulla’s best interests are

always being considered. It has been a

long and arduous journey but we are

finally proud to tell you that we are one of

the 17 First Nations that will reap the

benefits of long term funding for the

future protection of over lands, sea, sky,

and the important super natural stories

and creatures that make us uniquely

Mamalilikulla.

We will continue to reach out to members

with updates around our PFP Funding

Respectfully 

John Powell 
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I am grateful to live, play and work on the Traditional

lands of the Snuneymuxw FN. 

I hope you and your families are healthy and loved,

there has been too many deaths amongst our families,

so hold each other close. Remember, to reach out to

professionals in your community that help with grief

and loss, feel your feelings and remember your love for

one another in these hard times.

Its has been a very busy quarter to report, all council

have been very active in supporting one another, when

we need to attend many events like graduations,

ceremonies, and learning events. 

I wanted to take this time on behalf of MFN to

congratulate all our members who graduated this year.

We are so proud of you all, and we walk with you in

your huge accomplishments and can’t wait to see what

you do in the future.

Councillor Mae Flanders Reports 
Chief, Brad and I started visiting and had

conversations with Luma Housing Society,

Esquimalt FN, Snuneymuxw FN, Gwa’sala-

Nakwaxda’xw on future partnership of

Health Contribution Agreement with these

Health Providers for our members living

in those areas. As you recall, we did many

questionnaires with our membership at

the in-person engagements about your

health care and health providers in your

area. These meetings were very successful,

and our next steps are to write a letter to

each of the board members and Chiefs

and council to personally meet with each

of them to formally accept this

Partnership and Health Contribution

Agreements. This is very exciting work as

this has never been done at all, and we

could be leading a new way for other First

Nations to provide Health care to their

urban members. 

I am excited to report that I will be

transitioning from my work with AHMA,

to the fulltime Health Lead for

Mamalilikulla FN, I will be working closely

with FNHA to support my new role and

start working on MFN Health and

Wellness Plan. I am very happy for the

support and guidance of FNHA, and our

band. Galakas’la

I was able to attend on behalf of MFN, to

help celebrate the successful completion

of both the Stewardship Technician

Training Program (STTP) and the pilot

Indigenous Marine Technician Certificate

Program and to congratulate our MFN

students, Josiah Puglas, Dustin Price,

Caitlyn Puglas, and Edward Gladstone for

their hard work. MFN raises our hand up

to you all in your dedication to keep our

territories, that be the lands, skies and

waters safe and collectively revive and

protect these areas. 
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Brad, Twyla and I were able to attend the 3-day

FNHA First Nations Health and Wellness Summit in

Vancouver, on the traditional territories of the

xʷməθkʷəy̓  əm (Musqueam), Sḵwx̱  wu7mesh

(Squamish) and səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh​) Nations.

There were more than 500 attendees The primary

areas of focus for this year's Summit included: The

social determinants of health, The toxic drug

response, and Mental health, wellness and healing.​

For more information on presenters and

presentations, you can visit the site here. 

Chief John, Brad and I attended the 3 day Vancouver

Island Spring Gathering Caucus in Victoria, the

traditional territories of the Lkwungen (Lekwungen)

peoples. We discussed many topics, Traditional

wellness, mental health, opioid crisis, primary care

and nursing. FNHA and FNHC had a special evening

dedicated to Chief Pahalicktun (Richard Thomas

who has announced his retirement. He served his

community, Lyackson FN. MFN wish him a happy

retirement filled with family and happiness.

Lastly, I attended on behalf of MFN the signing

ceremony of the Wei Wai Kum’s Indigenous

Protection Conservation Area -IPCA Declaration on

National Indigenous Day. It was a beautiful day

being able to support Wei Wai Kum’s dedication of

their Territory Homayno, to protect their laws and

traditions to care for the lands, skies and seas. 

I have now been in my role for a year, and I

have been busy learning about MFN, getting to

know our members, lots of training and events

learning about the important work neighboring

Nations are doing in their community for

Health. I look forward to start planning MFN

Health and Wellness Planning keeping in mind

what our members needs are. I am now starting

my 4th semester at VIU Housing Management

Program and happy to report our council is

working on MFN Housing Policies and

Procedures. I am thankful for all the

opportunities I have been given and I hope to

use them to better our community.

Thank you for letting me shed some of the

important work we are doing for our members,

and if you have any questions, don’t hesitate to

connect with me. 

Gilakas’la, 

Councillor Mae Flanders 

https://www.fnha.ca/about/news-and-events/news/restoring-wholistic-wellness-to-first-nations-in-british-columbia
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We are overjoyed to extend a heartfelt welcome to Natasha Puglas, who has

recently joined our team as the new receptionist at the Mamalilikulla First Nation

Administration. Natasha's decision to take on this role, commuting from Port

Hardy to Campbell River, exemplifies her dedication and unwavering

commitment.

Natasha, we are thrilled to have you as a valued member of our team. Your journey

symbolizes a significant leap of faith, and we deeply admire your courage in

embracing this change. The commute you undertake speaks volumes about your

determination and passion for making a meaningful contribution to our

community.

As you start this exciting new chapter, please know that we are here to support you

every step of the way. Your presence at the front desk will undoubtedly create a

welcoming and positive atmosphere in our office. We are eager to witness the

energy and warmth you will bring to your role.

From all of us at the Mamalilikulla First Nation office, we extend our warmest

wishes and heartfelt congratulations to you, Natasha. Your commitment and

enthusiasm are already making a profound difference, and we are confident that

your contributions will be invaluable. We look forward to working together and

supporting your growth and success within our team.

Welcome to the Mamalilikulla family, Natasha! We are excited to share this

journey with you.

Welcoming Natasha Puglas to Our Team
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We are thrilled to announce the addition of three exceptional individuals to our

team through our Summer Student Employment Opportunities. Let us extend a

heartfelt welcome to Talan Puglas and Dakota Baker-Aleck, who will be joining our

Guardian Watchmen Program, and Jaelynn Webber, our new Administrative

Office Assistant.

Talan and Dakota, your roles in the Guardian Watchmen Program are not just

jobs; they are vital responsibilities that contribute to the protection and

stewardship of our sacred lands and waters. Your dedication and passion for

preserving our natural heritage are truly inspiring. We are confident that your

efforts will leave a lasting legacy for future generations. You embody the spirit of

our community, and we are incredibly proud to have you on board.

Jaelynn, we are delighted to have you join us as our Administrative Office

Assistant. Your role is essential in ensuring the smooth and efficient operation of

our office. Your organizational skills, attention to detail, and positive attitude will

undoubtedly enhance our team's productivity and morale. We look forward to

seeing the innovative contributions you will bring to our community.

To all the students in our community, let the journeys of Talan, Dakota, and

Jaelynn inspire you. Embrace opportunities with open hearts and minds. Pursue

your dreams with determination and pride. Remember, every step you take today

shapes the future of our community and our world. Your potential is limitless, and

your contributions are invaluable.

We would like to extend our deepest gratitude to the parents of Talan, Dakota, and

Jaelynn. Your unwavering support, encouragement, and guidance have been

instrumental in their achievements. Your pride in their accomplishments is a

testament to the strong foundation you have provided. We join you in celebrating

their success and welcome them with open arms into our team.

On behalf of everyone at the Mamalilikulla First Nation office, we are excited to

welcome Talan, Dakota, and Jaelynn. Your enthusiasm and dedication are truly

commendable, and we are here to support you every step of the way. Together, we

will work towards a brighter and more prosperous future for our community.

Welcome to the team, and let’s make this summer an unforgettable one!

Welcoming Our Summer Students
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Congratulations, Annabella!
The Mamalilikulla Administration is

immensely proud to celebrate your incredible

achievements in the world of hockey and

beyond. Your dedication, perseverance, and

outstanding talents have not only set a

remarkable example for your peers but have

also become a beacon of inspiration for the

generations to come.

From your impressive performance with the

Juan De Fuca Grizzlies T2 to your selfless

volunteer work with the WHL Victoria Royals,

you have shown that passion and hard work

can lead to extraordinary success. Your

commitment to excellence is further

demonstrated by your years at the Spencer

Hockey Skills Academy and your plans to

continue honing your skills at the Belmont

Hockey Academy.

We are exceptionally inspired by your role as

a Junior Coach at PowerWest Athletics, where

you guide and mentor young hockey players.

Your influence as a coach and mentor for

your nephews' teams speaks volumes about

your leadership and your ability to inspire

both boys and girls on their own hockey

journeys.

The Evelyn Ooms Spirit Award you received

is a testament to your dedication,

sportsmanship, and unwavering love for

hockey. Your team's triumphs, culminating in

a gold victory in Las Vegas and a first-place

standing, reflect your exceptional talent and

determination.

As you continue to skate hard, keep your head

up, and have fun, know that we are all

cheering for you. Your bright future is filled

with endless possibilities, and we are excited

to see all that you will achieve.

Congratulations once again, Annabella! Your

success is a source of pride for the

Mamalilikulla Nation, and we look forward to

witnessing the many more accomplishments

you will undoubtedly achieve.

With admiration and excitement for the

future,

The Mamalilikulla Administration

Anna plays full-contact integrated hockey as one of the

few female participants in her age group. She played for

the Juan De Fuca Grizzlies T2.

Anna volunteers as a dressing room attendant for the

WHL Victoria Royals.

Anna completed 2 years at the Spencer Hockey Skills

Academy. She plans to attend Belmont Hockey Academy

from grades 9-12 and is about to begin her 4th year as a

Junior Coach for Mena Westhaver at PowerWest Athletics,

where she coaches youth hockey players aged 4-12.

Over the past 2 seasons, she has regularly been a

coach/mentor for her nephews' teams, serving as a role

model and inspiration for both male and female 5- and 6-

year-olds on their own hockey journeys.

For the 2022-2023 season, JDFMHA awarded Anna the

Evelyn Ooms Spirit Award—a player who shows

dedication, good sportsmanship, and love/passion for

hockey. A player who supports their team and respects

their coaches and teammates on and off the ice.

Anna plays defense. This season, the highlight of the game

has brought them to Las Vegas. Her team has brought

home gold and is in 1st place overall with a miniature

Stanley Cup.

It's a ritual to tell her: skate hard, keep your head up, keep

your feet moving, and most importantly, have fun.

Success Story Annabelle Bruce-Storie
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Congratulations, Hailey-Ann Brown!
We are thrilled to celebrate Hailey-Ann Brown's incredible achievement of

graduating in 2024! This milestone marks not only the culmination of years of hard

work and dedication but also the beginning of a bright and promising future.

Hailey-Ann, your perseverance, determination, and commitment to excellence have

paid off, and we couldn't be prouder of you. Your journey is an inspiration to all the

youth in our community, showing that with passion and hard work, dreams are

attainable.

To the youth in our community: let Hailey-Ann's success motivate you to strive for

greatness in your own educational journey. The pride and joy that Hailey-Ann’s

parents feel today are a testament to the power of support, love, and belief in one's

potential.

We encourage each of you to embark on your school year with enthusiasm and

determination. Know that the Mamalilikulla Administration stands behind you,

ready to support and celebrate your achievements.

Hailey-Ann, as you step into this new chapter of your life, we have no doubt that you

will continue to shine and make a difference in the world. Your accomplishments

today are just the beginning, and we look forward to witnessing all the wonderful

things you will achieve in the future.

Congratulations once again from the Mamalilikulla Administration! Your success is

our pride, and we are excited to see where your journey takes you next.

With heartfelt pride and best wishes,

The Mamalilikulla Administration

Celebrating Hailey-Ann Brown's Graduation!
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